
Grade Level
Standards and

Curriculum Overview

Kindergarten



The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and
guardians with an overview of the standards for their child's
grade as well as the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.

O VERV I EW

https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/


E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key
details in a text.
With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key
details.
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key
details in a text.
With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key
details of a text.
Recognizes and names all upper and lower case letters
Blend two and three phonemes into recognizable words
Isolate and produces the initial, medial vowel, and final sound in three-
phoneme words.
Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in
decoding words.
Produce most of the primary sounds for consonants and vowels
Read introduced common high-frequency words by sight
Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding

Kindergarten students will:



Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion
pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they
are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or
book.

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing
about and supply some information about the topic.

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single
event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.

Prints most uppercase and lowercase letters accurately
Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and phonetic spelling when writing

Kindergarten students will:

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I
b. Recognize and name end punctuation
c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds
(phonemes)
d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-
letter relationships

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A THE M AT IC S

Know number names and the count sequence

Count to tell the number of objects up to 20

Compare numbers

Kindergarten students will:

       1. Count to 100 by ones and by tens.
2. Count forward beginning from a given number within the known    sequence
(instead of having to begin at 1).
3. Write numbers from 0 to 20. Represent a number of objects with a written
numeral 0–20 (with 0 representing a count of no objects).

4. Understand the relationship between numbers and quantities; connect counting
to cardinality.

a. When counting objects, say the number names in the standard order,
pairing each object with one and only one number name and each number
name with one and only one object.
b. Understand that the last number name said tells the number of objects
counted. The number of objects is the same regardless of their arrangement or
the order in which they were counted.
c. Understand that each successive number name refers to a quantity that is
one larger

5. Count to answer “how many?” questions about as many as 20 things arranged
in a line, a rectangular array, or a circle, or as many as 10 things in a scattered
configuration; given a number from 1–20, count out that many objects.

6. Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or
equal to the number of objects in another group, e.g., by using matching and
counting strategies.
 7. Compare two numbers between 1 and 10 presented as written numerals.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Understand addition as putting together and adding to, and understand subtraction
as

Work with numbers 11-19 to gain foundations for place value

Add/subtract within 5

Kindergarten students will:

taking apart and taking from
1. Represent addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, mental images, drawings,2
sounds (e.g., claps), acting out situations, verbal explanations, expressions, or
equations.
2. Solve addition and subtraction word problems, and add and subtract within 10, e.g.,
by using objects or drawings to represent the problem.
3. Decompose numbers less than or equal to 10 into pairs in more than one way, e.g.,
by using objects or drawings, and record each decomposition by a drawing or
equation (e.g., 5 = 2 + 3 and 5 = 4 + 1).
4. For any number from 1 to 9, find the number that makes 10 when added to the
given number, e.g., by using objects or drawings, and record the answer with a
drawing or equation.
5. Fluently add and subtract within 5. (required fluency for K)

1. Compose and decompose numbers from 11 to 19 into ten ones and some further
ones, e.g., by using objects or drawings, and record each composition or
decomposition by a drawing or equation (e.g., 18 = 10 + 8); understand that these
numbers are composed of ten ones and one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, or
nine ones.

       



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

In kindergarten, students begin the study of history–social science with
concepts anchored in the experiences they bring to school from their
families and communities. Students explore the meaning of good
citizenship, national symbols, work now and long ago, geography, time and
chronology, and life in the past.

Topics of Study:
Learning and Working Together
National and State Symbols
Work Now and Long Ago
Geography of the Neighborhood
Time and Chronology
Reaching Out to Times Past



 S C I EN CE

Kindergarten may be students’ first experience with classroom learning of science,
but they have been exploring the world around them since birth . Students’ natural
curiosity and questions are the initial basis for science instruction and must be
used, developed, and refined . Each of the instructional segments in this grade-level
description is framed around phenomena that students can directly experience,
observe, and question: What do plants and animals need to survive? Why do
certain plants and animals live in our community? Will it be hot tomorrow? What
happens when two toy trucks crash?

Plant and Animal Needs
Plants and Animals Change Their Environment
Weather Patterns
Pushes and Pulls

Kindergarten 

Instructional Segments:



Kindergarten students will receive standards-based instruction using the
State Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

C U R R IC U LUM


