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Educational Services 
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805--445--8662 

         

 
Descriptions provided should include sufficient detail yet be sufficiently succinct to promote a broader understanding of the 
changes your LEA has put in place. LEAs are strongly encouraged to provide descriptions that do not exceed 300 words. 
Changes to Program Offerings 

Provide an overview explaining the changes to program offerings that the LEA has made in response to school closures to address the 
COVID-19 emergency and the major impacts of the closures on students and families. 
 

On March 13th, Pleasant Valley School District (PVSD) made the decision to close schools due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In anticipation 
of the closure, PVSD procured standards-aligned workbooks for students in grades TK-5 to use. Since PVSD has a 1:1 device program in 
grades 6-8, centralized content was created for students in grades 6-8 to be completed virtually.  When the decision was made to close 
schools beyond the initially developed timeline, preparations were made to transition TK-5 to a teacher-directed virtual model. 
 
In collaboration with Pleasant Valley Education Association, PVSD developed a roles and responsibilities guidance document for certificated 
staff delineating instructional requirements and expectations for distance learning.  This resulted in a consistent and cohesive district-wide 
response.  The plan also emphasizes student contact, ensuring that all teachers are regularly checking in with students. Teachers completed 
online training in various platforms prior to launching their individual distance learning programs.  A website with resources and training links 
was developed for teachers as a resource during this transition. 
 
Additionally, a website with parent resources was developed to support families in the transition to distance learning.  To further orient 
families to distance learning, principals posted links to individual classroom distance learning offerings on the homepages of school websites, 
and they communicated extensively with parents regarding how to access content. 
 
PVSD deployed devices and hotspots to students without access in all grade levels.  Prior to this deployment, standards-aligned packets 
were developed and distributed to students. 
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In addition to classroom level distance learning instruction, students have access to virtual socioemotional support through school 
counselors.  Reading specialists continue to support primary reading instruction through the distance learning model.  Special Education 
teachers and related service providers also transitioned to a virtual service delivery model. 
         

 
Meeting Needs of English Learner, Foster Youth and Low-Income Students 

Provide a description of how the LEA is meeting the needs of its English learners, foster youth and low-income students. 
 

Approximately 8% of students in Pleasant Valley School District (PVSD) are identified as English Learners.  PVSD is linguistically diverse 
with 39 language groups represented in our student population.  During the COVID-19 closures, English Learners have continued to receive 
designated and integrated ELD through virtual instruction.  To further support our English Learners, the coordinator of English Learners has 
developed various support models, including a virtual newcomer support program.  Further, she has supported teachers throughout the 
district in developing designated and integrated ELD instruction virtually.  To provide a nexus with families as they transitioned to distance 
learning, bilingual administrative support staff members conducted outreach for newcomer families.  These check-ins ensured that families 
had a clear understanding of how to access distance learning in their individual child's classroom as well as information on community 
supports.  Additionally, we developed a page on the teacher and parent resource website that includes specific supports and resources for 
English Learners. 
 
During the 2019-2020 school year, PVSD students identified as low income comprised approximately 30% of the total district population.  
This presented a continuum of need with regards to student access to technology at home.  Standards-aligned hard copy materials were 
developed and distributed to families.  In order to assess individual family technology needs, we sent out a survey.  Based on the data 
gathered from the survey, we were able to provide Chromebooks to families without devices.  To help address connectivity issues within the 
home, we also procured and deployed some hotspots.  We have also provided families with information on reduced cost internet service. 
 
As a district, we have punctuated the importance of connecting with students and families during the COVID-19 contingency.  PVSD teachers 
and site administrators have worked closely with students and families by calling regularly or using Zoom meetings to provide guidance.  
Counselors at both the elementary and middle school levels have supported this effort through one-on-ones and through small group 
support. 
         

 
Delivering High-Quality Distance Learning Opportunities 

Provide a description of the steps that have been taken by the LEA to continue delivering high-quality distance learning opportunities. 
 

Students had access to district-provided materials on March 16th, the first day of school closures.  Initially, content was centralized, as PVSD 
educators prepared to transition their classrooms to distance learning. During this period, lessons were posted online for students in grades 
6-8.  Students in grades TK-5 used the workbooks that were procured in anticipation of the closure.  We developed a distance learning 
website to support teachers in the transition.  Teachers collaborated extensively through this process with some volunteering to be grade 
level support leads.  The PVSD distance learning plan was articulated to families along with a comprehensive FAQ document. 
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The importance of student connection was at the forefront of this planning.  Therefore, the plan includes teacher check-ins at all grade spans. 
TK-5 teachers conduct Zoom meetings or make individual calls to students weekly.  Teachers in 6-8 have office hours for students to ask 
questions and check in as needed. We have enabled student emails (closed system) where students and teachers can email directly.  In 
addition to Zoom sessions, teachers provide access to synchronous and asynchronous content using a variety of platforms.  These 
assignments are posted on school websites or Google classrooms. 
 
Knowing the high degree of variability that exists from one home environment to the next, the district worked in collaboration with the 
Pleasant Valley Education Association to develop a grading policy that was addressed through a memorandum of understanding. The 
grading policy is underpinned by the idea of holding students harmless. 
 
Students continue to receive social-emotional support during school closures.  Counselors provide virtual instruction in the district’s adopted 
socioemotional learning curriculum.  Additionally, reading teachers on special assignment have provided small group instruction and have 
developed asynchronous literacy lessons. 
 
In order to support teachers during distance learning, the district has developed a weekly PVSD Learns Live series where teachers share 
practices across the district and through which teachers can receive direct support from Educational Services. 
 
         

 
Providing School Meals/Maintaining Social Distancing Practices 

Provide a description of the steps that have been taken by the LEA to provide school meals while maintaining social distancing practices. 
 

Throughout the COVID-19 school closures, PVSD Food Service professionals have organized a "grab and go" meal service for students at 
three locations.  Food Services staff worked early on to develop processes to provide meals using recommended social distance protocols.  
Food Services staff wear masks and gloves during meal service.  Visual markers noting the six-foot distance are incorporated into serving 
lines.  Families can also access the line through a drive-up model.  The model has transitioned to twice a week multi-meal pick up service in 
order to reduce the number of personal interactions.  PVSD is serving meals to approximately 700 students.  School counselors and food 
service personnel have put families with food insecurity in contact with local resources.  Information regarding nutritional resources in the 
community has been provided to families through various district communication channels including the district website, social media, letters 
to families, and during one-on-one phone interactions with staff.         

 
Supervision of Students During Ordinary School Hours 

Provide a description of the steps that have been taken by the LEA to arrange for supervision of students during ordinary school hours. 
 

PVSD has provided information to families regarding local childcare resources and programs for essential workers.  These community 
resources are shared via the district website and information letters sent to families through email and district social media channels.  PVSD 
staff have collaborated with leadership from the local Boys and Girls Club of Camarillo, one of the main childcare providers in the community.  
The Club is pivoting its focus to ameliorating learning loss through their day camp program.  PVSD staff have provided guidance on high 
leverage instructional activities.  PVSD is planning to re-open its district-run childcare program in mid-June. The program will prioritize 
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childcare for essential workers and first responders.  In anticipation of the re-opening, PVSD childcare staff are working to develop safe 
procedures and protocols that follow Community Care Licensing, Ventura County Public Health and CDC guidance.         
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